
DISEASES OF THE PERICARDIUM

ÅPrimary disease rare

Å Secondary disease 
common

ï Direct extension

ï heart, pleura, lungs

ïSystemic

Å Reaction is limited

Å May provide clues 



Non-Inflammatory Pericardial Disease

ÅHydropericardium
ïDefinition:   Excess accumulation of transudate

Å Causes
ïHypoproteinemia

ï Congestive heart failure

ï Neoplasia

ï Systemic disease

Å Significance
ïAcute
Åcardiac tamponade

ïChronic - extensible 

ïReversible - if cause can be removed



Systemic Diseases
Resulting in Hydropericadium

ÅMulberry Heart 
Disease
ïSwine

ÅSepticemia in pigs

ÅñHeartwaterò 
ïRichettsial disase

ÅViral Diseases
ïAfrican Horse 

Sickness

ïBovine Ephemeral 
Fever

ïAfrican Swine 
Fever



Hemopericardium

ÅDefinition 
ïAccumulation of blood in 

pericardial sac

ÅCauses
ïAortic  or Pulmonary 

artery - rupture within 
pericardial sac

ïIatrogenic

ïBleeding from a tumour 
within pericardial sac

ïAtrial rupture

ÅSignificance
ïCardiac tamponade



Hemopericardium

Canine ïValvular endocardiosis, 
ĄLHF Ąruptured atrium

Sow with aortic stenosis and 
rupture of aorta at origin.



Idiopathic Hemorrhagic Pericardial 
Effusion of Dogs

ÅEtiology

ï Unknown

ïBleeding tumour 
inside of pericardium

ÅBreeds affected

ïLarge Breed Dogs

ÅGolden retriever

ÅGreat Dane

ÅSt Bernard

ÅGreat Pyrenees

ÅGerman shepherd

ÅRight heart failure



Serous Atrophy of Fat

ÅDefinition
ïDegeneration (atrophy) 

of adipose tissue with 
replacement by loose, 
edematous  connective 
tissue.

ÅCauses
ïInadequate nutritional 

supply

ïStarvation or inanition

ïIllness 

ÅSignificance
ïCondition of health

ïLittle effect on function

NORMAL SEROUS ATROPHY


