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Å postmortem removal of organs of carcass by carrion eating animals

Postmortem Scavenging



Predation

A predator is an animal that 

hunts and kills prey for food in 

an act called predation.



Åcontraction of muscles after death.

Åusually within 1-6 hrs after death & lasts 1-2 days (~ glycogen stores, ambient temp).

Åafter death, circulation of blood ceases Ÿ

Rigor Mortis

muscle cells resort to anaerobic glycolysis Ÿ

glycogen stores run out & ATP depleted (required for muscle relaxation) Ÿ

Ca++floods into muscle cells causing myofilaments to ñlock-upò (all muscles 

affected, flexors / extensors, causing rigidity of joints) Ÿ

rigor gradually dissipates with autolysis of structural and functional muscle proteins.



Å gradual cooling of  cadaver to ambient temperature (in humans 1.5oF per hr)

Algor Mortis

Livor Mortis (postmortem lividity)

Å hypostatic congestion, ie gravitational pooling of blood to the dependant 

regions ("down side") of the body.

Pig has been 

turned over to 

show the 

gravitation 

pooling of blood 

that occurred on 

the ñdown sideò 

of the carcass 

after death



Å occurs in heart and vessels.

Postmortem Clotting

Å rbcôs may separate from plasma; esp in animals with high fibrinogen, eg 

horses = ñchicken fat clotò (as seen in image)



Figure 01-24 (McGavin & Zachary).  Postmortem clot, dog. The postmortem clot is pale white to yellow 

(chicken fat clot) in some areas and shiny red (currant jelly clot) in others. Note how it conforms to the 

shape of the lumen of the vessels from which it was removed. 



Å HgB released by rbc breakdown (after death) Ÿ staining tissues.

Å especially lining of heart & blood vessels;  also common in tissues of aborted fetuses.

Hemoglobin Imbibition


